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LIBRARY, CULTURE AND ARTS COMMISSION 

REGULAR MEETING 
 

May 13, 2014 

 
 

7:00 P.M. 

 

AGENDA 
 

CALL TO ORDER  

 

ROLL CALL ATTENDANCE 

 

DECLARATION OF POSTING OF AGENDA 

Per Government Code 54954.2 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

OPPORTUNITY FOR PUBLIC COMMENT  

 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

 
Members of the public are entitled to address the Library, Culture, & Arts Commission concerning any item within the 

Commission’s subject matter jurisdiction.  Public comments are limited to no more than three minutes.  Except for certain 

specific exceptions, the Library, Culture & Arts Commission is prohibited from discussing or taking action on any item not 

appearing on the posted agenda.  (See additional noticing at the end of this agenda) 
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ADOPTION OF AGENDA 
 

LIBRARY REPORTS  
 

A. COUNTY LIBRARY REPORT   County Librarian  

Legislation, Funding & Budgeting, JPA 

 

B. MORGAN HILL LIBRARY REPORT  Community Librarian  

User Statistics-Staffing-Programs-Upcoming Events 

 

C.  FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY REPORT  President 

 

D.  CITY OF MORGAN HILL UPDATE   Community Services Director 

       Update on City Events Relating to Arts and Culture 

 

CONSENT CALENDAR   
1. APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES FOR January 14, 2014 

2. APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES FOR March 11, 2014 

 

BUSINESS 
 

3. UPDATE COMMISSION ON JOINT COMMISSION/MAYOR TASK FORCE MEETING: 

Recommended Action:  Receive Verbal Report from Commissioner Hennessey 

 
4. COMMISSION SELECTION OF CHAIR AND VICE CHAIR 

Recommended Action: 1.) Select Chair and Vice Chair 

 
5. 2014 -15 WORK PLAN DEVELOPMENT 

Recommended Action:  

1.) Review Council Priorities 

2.) Review Draft Work Plan from 2013/14.   

3.) Develop Work Plan Items for 2014/15 in alignment with Council Goals 

   

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

FUTURE COMMISSION INITIATED AGENDA ITEMS: 
Note: in accordance with Government Code Section 54954.2(a), there shall be no discussion, debate and/or action taken 

on any request other than providing direction to staff to place the matter of business on a future agenda. 

 

ADJOURNMENT to the next monthly meeting at 7:00 p.m. on July 8, 2014, Morgan Hill Library, 

660 West Main Avenue, Morgan Hill. 
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NOTICE 

All public records relating to an open session item on this agenda, which are not exempt from disclosure pursuant to the 

California Public Records Act that are distributed to a majority of the legislative body less than 72 hours prior to an open 

session, will be made available for public inspection at the Office of the City Clerk at Morgan Hill City Hall located at 

17575 Peak Avenue, Morgan Hill, CA, 95037 at the same time that the public records are distributed or made available 

to the legislative body. (Pursuant to Government Code 54957.5)   

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS ON ITEMS NOT APPEARING ON AGENDA 
Following the opening of the Meeting, the public may present comments on items NOT appearing on the agenda that are 

within the Commission’s jurisdiction.  Should your comments require Commission action; your request will be placed on 

the next appropriate agenda.  No discussion or action may be taken until your item appears on a future agenda.  You may 

contact the Clerk for specific time and dates.  This procedure is in compliance with the California Public Meeting Law 

(Brown Act) G.C. 54950.5.  Please limit your presentation to three (3) minutes. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS ON ITEMS APPEARING ON AGENDA 
The Library, Culture & Arts Commission welcomes comments from all individuals on any agenda item being considered 

by the Commission.  Please complete a Speaker Card and present it to the Clerk.  This will assist the Members in hearing 

your comments at the appropriate time.  Speaker cards are available from staff. In accordance with Government Code 

54953.3 it is not a requirement to fill out a speaker card in order to speak to the Commission.  However, it is very helpful 

to the Commission if speaker cards are submitted.  As your name is called, please walk to the podium and speak directly 

into the microphone.  Clearly state your name and address and then proceed to comment on the agenda item.  In the 

interest of brevity and timeliness and to ensure the participation of all those desiring an opportunity to speak, comments 

presented to the Commission are limited to three minutes.  We appreciate your cooperation. 

 

NOTICE 

AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT (ADA) 

The City of Morgan Hill complies with the Americans with Disability Act (ADA) and will provide reasonable 

accommodation to individuals with disabilities to ensure equal access to all facilities, programs and services offered by 

the City.  If you need special assistance to access the meeting room or to otherwise participate at this meeting, including 

auxiliary aids or services, please contact the Office of the City Clerk at City Hall, 17555 Peak Avenue or call 779-7259 

or (Hearing Impaired only - TDD 776-7381) to request accommodation. Please make your request at least 48 hours prior 

to the meeting to enable staff to implement reasonable arrangements to assure accessibility to the meeting. 

 

If assistance is needed regarding any item appearing on the agenda, please contact the Office of the City Clerk at City 

Hall, 17575 Peak Avenue or call 779-7259 or (Hearing Impaired only - TDD 776-7381) to request accommodation. 

 

NOTICE 
Notice is given, pursuant to Government Code Section 65009, that any challenge of Public Hearing Agenda items in 

court, may be limited to raising only those issues raised by you or on your behalf at the Public Hearing described in this 

notice, or in written correspondence delivered to the Commission at, or prior to the Public Hearing on these matters. 

 

NOTICE 
The time within which judicial review must be sought of the action by the Commission which acted upon any matter 

appearing on this agenda is governed by the provisions of Section 1094.6 of the California Code of Civil Procedure. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Page 4 

 
 

May 2014 

Commission Report 

Nancy Howe, County Librarian 

 

JPA Meetings 
 
The Santa Clara County Joint Powers Authority (JPA) Board met on April 17th for a first review of the next 

fiscal year’s budget and also a review of proposed revisions to the library behavior policy.  Both items will 

be on the agenda for approval at the next JPA meeting on Thursday, June 5th at 1:30 pm at the Services and 

Support Center, 1370 Dell Avenue, Campbell.  Meetings are open to the public.  Staff presented a “status 

quo budget” of $38,551,868.  Modest increases in property taxes are expected to cover increasing costs.  No 

service cuts are projected. 

 

Summer Reading Program: Fizz-Boom-Read! 

Enjoy an explosion of fun: June 1 - August 31  

The Summer Reading Program celebrates science and reading with challenges, 
performances, and prizes as part of Fizz-Boom-Read!   

Summer learning is critical to our children’s education and the public library 

plays an essential role in preventing learning loss.  Studies show that summer 

reading loss is cumulative. By the end of 6th grade, children who consistently lose 

reading skills over the summer will be two years behind their classmates. A fact 
sheet, Why Summer Reading Matters, is included with this report.   

Encouraging kids to read what they want, when they want, is a powerful cure for 

summer slide. Our librarians will help kids maintain or even boost those hard-won 
reading skills through: 

 Developing a daily reading habit;  

 Satisfying curiosity beyond the bounds of the school-year curriculum;  

 Discovering new interests.  

Teens and Adults can join in on the fun too! Teen participants will see sparks fly at the library all summer 

long during the teen Spark a Reaction summer reading program. Adults can explore "Literary Elements" to 

be found in library materials and programs about science and all its aspects. 

All ages can connect with the library’s online reading log, win prizes, check out their free performances and 
programs, and explore the library’s huge selection of great materials in digital and physical formats. 

Your Community Librarian will provide details about your library’s special events.   

 

New Senior Resources Placemats 
 
Our Bookmobiles make regular stops at senior centers, assisted living centers, and other facilities that 
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provide free meals to seniors.  The placemats provide information about essential library, health and social 

services, and are being distributed to local organizations that provide free meals to seniors and/or have 

“meals on wheels” programs for homebound seniors. The Bookmobile staff has distributed 2,150 placemats 

to 17 local service organizations. Copies will be distributed at the Commission meetings. 

 

DIY Energy Toolkits  
 

SCCLD has partnered with Silicon Valley Energy Watch, San Jose 

Public Library, and Sunnyvale Public Library and PG&E to bring the Do 

It Yourself (DIY) Energy Toolkits to several libraries in Silicon Valley.  

 

Toolkit users get to keep four compact fluorescent light bulbs (CFLs), 

three faucet aerators, a low-flow showerhead, outlet gaskets, weather 

stripping and water leak detection tablets.  

 

Devices that enable the measurement of energy and water use are to be 

returned to the library in the toolkit box, and include: 

 A Kill-A-Watt® Meter for measuring the energy use of appliances and equipment 

 A thermal detector that checks for heat loss through windows, vents and doors 

 A special thermometer that helps set refrigerators and freezers to appropriate temperatures 

 A water flow rate bag that measures the true rate of flow from faucets and showerheads 

 

The DIY Energy Toolkits check out for three weeks. For more information:  

 

http://www.sccl.org/about/library-news/press-releases/diy-toolkit-at-libraries-helps-residents-
reduce-energy-and-water-bills 

  

http://www.sccl.org/about/library-news/press-releases/diy-toolkit-at-libraries-helps-residents-reduce-energy-and-water-bills
http://www.sccl.org/about/library-news/press-releases/diy-toolkit-at-libraries-helps-residents-reduce-energy-and-water-bills
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5.13.14  

 
Why Summer Reading Programs Matter 

 
 
 

Summer Learning Loss 
 
When young people aren’t engaged in educational activities during the summer, they experience 
learning loss.1  
 
Reading just 5 books over the summer can prevent summer learning loss.2 
 
In a study of fourth graders, the students who read for fun every day scored the highest on reading 
assessment tests.3  
 
Summer reading loss is cumulative. By the end of 6th grade, children who consistently lose reading 
skills over the summer will be two years behind their classmates.4 
 
Students who participated in a summer reading program had better reading skills at the end of third 
grade and scored higher on standardized tests than students who did not participate.5 
 
 
 

The Achievement Gap 
 
Children who have easy access to books read more books.  The more children read, the better their 
fluency, vocabulary, and comprehension.13 
 
Children who don’t read proficiently by third grade are four times more likely to leave high school 
without a diploma than proficient readers. Summer Reading programs encourage young children and 
families to read regularly and libraries provide access to reading materials year round.6 
 
Rich, engaging and free educational activities like summer reading programs are excellent tools to 
address the achievement gap.  More than half of the achievement gap between lower and higher-
income youth can be explained by unequal access to summer learning opportunities.8 
 
Ensuring that books are available to any child at any time of the year is a necessary step towards 
closing the reading achievement gap.16 

 

Children living in poverty are more likely to lose reading skills over the summer than children whose 
families are more affluent. Regular access to public libraries can make the difference between their 
summer setback and summer success.6,7 
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Reading for Pleasure and Summer Reading Programs 
 
Students read more when they can choose materials based on their own interests. Self-selection, 
access to books, and sharing books are essential factors in reading motivation and are key elements of 
summer reading programs.9,17 
 
Students who participated in the public library summer reading program had better reading skills at the 
end of third grade and scored higher on the standards test than the students who did not participate.5 
 
Free, voluntary reading is essential to helping students become better readers, writers, and spellers. 
Summer reading programs help increase young people’s interest in reading.9,12 
 
Summer reading programs encourage parents to read with their children and highlight the joys of 
reading aloud. Reading aloud to children at an early age is the most effective way to help them learn 
language and to communicate with the written word.4 
 
Students who read widely and frequently are higher achievers than students who read rarely and 
narrowly.15 
 
Students who read recreationally out-perform those who do not.9,11 
 
Reading empowers critical thinking skills. It can enhance empathy and lead to greater understanding of 
people who are different from ourselves, and it can help us appreciate other points of view.14 
 
Reading for pleasure is one of the building blocks needed for young people to grow into healthy, 
productive adults.10 
 
Public libraries help young people feel safe, cared for, useful, and valued. 9 
 
 

For additional research on the importance of summer reading, 
please visit the California Library Association’s Summer Reading research page. 

 

  

http://www.cla-net.org/displaycommon.cfm?an=1&subarticlenbr=78
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Library Commission Report 
May, 13 2014 

Peggy Tomasso, Community Librarian 

 

March Statistics 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summer Reading for children, teens and adults:  
See attached program flyers.  

 

Programs not listed on the flyer: 

 

Pajama Party: Kids come in their PJ’s for a special series of bedtime storytimes featuring stories, songs 

& science experiments. Wednesdays @ 7 p.m. June 13
th

 – July 23
rd

. 

 

Creative Writing Workshop for Kids: children will be exploring writing topics through music, art and 

drama. Workshops will be held on June 13, June 20
th

, and June 27
th 

 from 3-4:30. 

 

Local Wildlife Workshops: Santa Clara County park ranger will bring animal skulls and pelts and talk 

about how animals obtain food, shelter and water. Workshops will be on June 19
th

 & July 17
th

 at 3:00. 

 

 

Outreach: Morgan Hill Community Conference which was a joint project of the Morgan Hill Unified 

School District, the City of Morgan Hill, the YMCA, the library and the Friends was attended by 

approximately 65 families. Ray, our Spanish speaking librarian, connected with many of them and has 

seen many of them come in the library to use our services.  

 

 

  

 2014 2013 

Total Circulation 68,444 65,655 

Adult/Teen Circulation 34,809 34,999 

Children’s Circulation 33,635 30,656 

Total # of Programs 69 45 

Total # of Attendees 2,294 1,620 

New Cards 197 212 

Gate Count 27,539 25,785 
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Staff:  
Jeff Binschus has joined our staff as our new Senior Clerk.  Jeff 

has worked for the library district since 2001 as a page, clerk 

and as a materials’ handler at the library’s services and 

support center. Jeff loves to travel with his wife, preferably 

out of the country. They have been to the UK, Italy, France, 

Mexico, and all over the Caribbean. He also loves 

automobiles - whether it is wrenching, driving, racing, or just 

reading about them. He comes from a family with a French 

background so he loves fine dining with all its complexities. 

His wife is in nursing school studying to become a RN, and 

they have a 12 lb Cockapoo.  

 

 

* The library will be hiring a new children’s librarian as soon as there is an active list.  
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Report to the Library, Culture and Arts Commission,  

May 13, 2014 

Teresa Stephenson, President 

 Friends Activities 
 

We had a special sale of children/teen books on March 20 and 22 coinciding 

with story time in the program room. We didn’t make a lot of money at 10 

cents a book but we had lots of happy mothers and children. 

 

At the board meeting we voted to extend a 10% discount on items in the 

book store for all teachers.  Tell any teachers you may know.  We also 

decided that our book store discount card is not valid for big book sales. 

 

 Art ala Carte was a success. We had the children build small airplanes out 

of clothespins and craft sticks and also had them pick out a free book.  Our 

table was well attended. 

  

The next big book sale will be held on June 28 in the program room. 

 

Don’t forget to renew your membership in the Friends for 2014! 

 Upcoming Activities 
 

o  May 17  – W.E.R.C. Owl Program   

o  June 28 -   Summer Big Book Sale 
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                                                Agenda Item # 1 

Submitted for Approval:   March 14, 2014 

                              

17575 PEAK AVENUE   MORGAN HILL, CALIFORNIA   95037 

 

CITY OF MORGAN HILL 

LIBRARY, CULTURE AND ARTS COMMISSION 

REGULAR MEETING 

MINUTES - JANUARY 14, 2014 

 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

 

Chairperson Pamala Meador called the meeting to order at 7:01pm. 

 

ROLL CALL ATTENDANCE 

 

Present: Commissioners: Pamala Meador, Loren Burks-Winzeler,  

  Jorge Artilles, Tim Hennessey, 

Absent: Commissioner(s): Amy Whelen, Susan Brazelton, and Kerry Perryman 

 

DECLARATION OF POSTING OF AGENDA 

 

Community Services staff Chris Ghione certified that the meeting’s agenda was duly noticed and posted 

in accordance with Government Code Section 54954.2 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

 

Chairperson Pamala Meador opened/closed the public comment period.  

 

LIBRARY REPORTS 

 

A. COUNTY LIBRARY REPORT     County Librarian 

 Written and verbal report delivered 

 

B. MORGAN HILL LIBRARY REPORT    Community Librarian 

 Written and verbal report delivered 

 

C. FRIENDS  OF THE LIBRARY REPORT    President 

 Written and verbal report delivered 

 

WORK PLAN UPDATES 

 

City Liason - No action item 

 

Permanent Public Art - Inventory is done. Commissioner Amy Whelen to report. 
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Art & Cultural Events - No action item to report 

 

Library Outreach & Support - No action item to report 

 

CONSENT CALENDAR 

1. APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES FOR July 9, 2013 

2. APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES FOR Sept 10, 2013 

 

BUSINESS 

 

3.  DISCUSS CONCEPT PRESENTED BY DR. AVI ELLAM AMZALLAG 

1) Commission recommends further discussion and review. 2) Commissioners Artilles, Burks 

and Meador to review. 

 

4. REVIEW OF CITY COUNCIL POLICY CP96-02 REGARDING TERM AND SELECTION 

OF CHAIR AND VICE CHAIR OF CITY BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS 

 No action item.  

 

5. WAITING FOR THE TRAIN STATUE MAINTENANCE SCHEDULE 

 No action item. Recommending this item be taken off Business Agenda. 

 

6. 2013-2014 DRAFT WORK PLAN 

 Meador and Hennessey met with Mayor’s Task Force. No action.  

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

No announcements made. 

 

FUTURE COMMISSION INITIATED AGENDA ITEMS 
Note: In accordance with Government Code 54954.2(a), there shall be no discussion, debate and/or action taken on any request other than 

providing direction to staff to place the matter of business on a future agenda. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

There being no further business, Chairperson Pamala Meador adjourned the meeting at 8:43 p.m.  

 

MINUTES RECORDED AND PREPARED BY: 

 

Library Culture and Arts Commissioner Loren Burks-Winzeler 
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                                                Agenda Item # 2 

 

                              

17575 PEAK AVENUE   MORGAN HILL, CALIFORNIA   95037 

 

CITY OF MORGAN HILL 

LIBRARY, CULTURE AND ARTS COMMISSION 

REGULAR MEETING 

MINUTES – MARCH 11, 2014 

 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

 

Chairperson Pamala Meador called the meeting to order at 7:01pm. 

 

ROLL CALL ATTENDANCE 

 

Present: Commissioners: Pamala Meador, Loren Burks-Winzeler, Amy Whelan, 

  Tim Hennessey, 

Absent: Commissioner(s): Susan Brazelton, Kerry Perryman, Jorge Artilles 

 

DECLARATION OF POSTING OF AGENDA 

 

Community Services staff Chris Ghione certified that the meeting’s agenda was duly noticed and posted 

in accordance with Government Code Section 54954.2 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

 

Chairperson Pamala Meador opened/closed the public comment period.  

 

LIBRARY REPORTS 

 

A.  COUNTY LIBRARY REPORT      

 Written and verbal report delivered 

 

B. MORGAN HILL LIBRARY REPORT     

 Written and verbal report delivered 

 

C. FRIENDS  OF THE LIBRARY REPORT     

 Written and verbal report delivered 

 

WORK PLAN UPDATES 

 

No Updates 

 

CONSENT CALENDAR 

1. APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES FOR January 14, 2014 – NOT APPROVED 
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BUSINESS 

 

2. UPDATE COMMISSION ON JOINT COMMISSION/MAYOR TASK FORCE 

MEETING:  Commissioners Hennessey and Meador gave a report on the most recent task force 

meeting. 

 

3. COMMISSION SELECTION OF CHAIR AND VICE CHAIR 

No Action Taken. Need to wait for appointment of new commissioners. 

 

4. WAITING FOR THE TRAIN STATUE MAINTENANCE SCHEDULE 

No Action Taken 

 

5. 2013 -14 DRAFT WORK PLAN 

No Action taken. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Commissioner Whelan reported that she would not be reapplying for the Commission and this would be 

her last meeting. 

 

FUTURE COMMISSION INITIATED AGENDA ITEMS 
Note: In accordance with Government Code 54954.2(a), there shall be no discussion, debate and/or action taken on any request other than 

providing direction to staff to place the matter of business on a future agenda. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

There being no further business, Chairperson Meador adjourned the meeting. 

 

MINUTES RECORDED AND PREPARED BY: 

 

Chris Ghione, Community Services Director 
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Commissioner Appointment Dates: 

 

 

Commissioners Brazelton & Hennessey – July 2011 

 

Commissioner Burks Winzeler – May 2012 

 

Commissioners Cowan, Lake, & Haskell – April 2014  
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